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HELLO FRIENDS!! WELCOME BACK
These past 18 months have been extraordinary and challenging in so many
ways. We have all encountered many obstacles as we navigate a “New
Normal” in dealing with the COVID Pandemic. It has limited our interactions
and gatherings with family, friends and co-workers, made being social a
virtual event. With that said we hope that you are healthy and safe,
managing as we approach a brighter future.
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Access to our Friends office has been limited, but we are now up and running
and have more frequent office hours. Stop by say “Hi” and check out our
merchandise. Over the next few months we will be experimenting with
electronic correspondence and newsletter. We hope that this will be a
successful way to distribute Friends information as well as reduce office &
processing costs and paper waste in your homes.
We wanted to share some of the “Bright Spots” of the past year and keep you
updated on the Friends events, described in the articles to follow.
We would appreciate any feedback you wish to share. This is YOUR
newsletter, a way of connecting with the events the Friends run throughout
the year, opportunities to volunteer at Friends events and general information.
As always, we continue to raise funds to help support library programming
and YOU are an integral part of that.

Upcoming Events
Save The Dates
Friends Contact Info

VOLUNTEER
As we continue to plan for our 2022
fundraising events, we want to remind you
that there are many opportunities to
VOLUNTEER. Be on the LOOK OUT in
upcoming newsletters for opportunities and
contact information.
If interested contact the FRIENDS office (413)594-1800 x116

2021: A Year In Review
HOLIDAY BASKET RAFFLE: December 2021
This year’s Holiday Basket Raffle and merchandise sale was once again
a HUGE SUCCESS! Two baskets were raffled off and tickets were sold in
the community and at the library. The winners of the baskets were Lois
Allen & Teresa Sugrue. Thank you to all who purchased tickets and to
the library staff who assisted in sales.

ANNUAL MEETING: 12.1.2021
This past year’s Friends Annual Meeting was held in person in the Henry
J. Bazan Community Room at the library. The meeting was attended
by the Friends Board Members, Library Trustees, Library staff, and
“Friends” members. New Library Director Laura Bovee reported on the
success of the “Curb Side Delivery” system and return to in-person
services. Patron numbers continue to rise (upwards of 300 each week!)
Laura announced that the reference area computers remain available
for in person use. New technology in the conference room allows for
ZOOM log in opportunities for those who cannot make in person
gatherings.
The Friends presented committee reports and reviewed their annual
fundraising efforts. New Friends members were elected and board
members who have resigned in the past year were honored. The
Friends were pleased to be able to present the library with a check for
$10,000. This will go towards programming and other needs.

MEMBERSHIP DRIVE: Month of November
The Friends Annual Membership drive kicks off each year in November.
Once again, we are pleased to announce that our membership remains
steady with 166 Lifetime Members, Dual Members, Family
Members and 90 Annual Members making it a total of 256
FRIENDS. We would like to THANK YOU for your continued support.
Bring your membership card to the circulation desk at the main branch
and receive your FREE BOOK BAG.

2021: A Year In Review
GOLF TOURNAMENT: 9.26.2021
The Friends 19th Annual Golf Tournament was held at The Chicopee
Country Club this past September. Although COVID restrictions were
lessened precautions remained. This event would not have been
possible without the support and guidance of CCC Golf Pro Mike O’Neil
and Food Services Manager Doug Girouard. The Friends Golf Committee
and board members worked closely with the staff to assure that this
tournament met all COVID guidelines and was a safe and enjoyable
environment for all.
On a beautiful and warm Sunday afternoon 77 golfers enjoyed a box
lunch, a round of golf and a dinner. Mulligans were sold as well as raffle
tickets for over 45 gifts and a 3 large prize drawings.

THANKS FOR MAKING IT A SUCCESS
SAVE THE DATE: GOLF 2022 Sunday September 25th

LIBRARY CHANGING OF THE GUARD
Welcome Laura Bovee & Anne Gancarz

Laura Bovee
Director

In April 2021 long time library director Nancy Contois retired. After an
extensive search Laura Bovee (former Library assistant director) was
hired. Laura has been a part of the Chicopee Library System for over 13
years holding many positions within the library system; most recently
assistant library director.
Anne Gancarz was hired to fill the vacant assistant library directors’
position. Anne has also been a long-time member of the Chicopee library
system and was instrumental in running the library’s book mobile.

Anne Gancarz
Assistant Director

Laura and Anne bring creativity and new energy to a robust library
system. The Friends look forward to working closely with the new
leadership and assisting in whatever way we can.
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President
John Michon

John has been President of the Friends of the Chicopee Public
Library board since its inception in 1996. John has lived in
Chicopee his whole life and he works as a realtor for Berkshire
Hathaway Realty Professionals. He and wife Nancy are
parents of 3 and grandparents of 4. He also serves on the St.
Stanislaus Basilica Finance Board and is a member of the
Chicopee Chamber of Commerce, Elks & Rotary.

1st Vice President
Lisa Pasternak

Lisa has been on the Friends board Since 2006. Lisa works as
a pediatric occupational therapist for BHN – Early Intervention
and is a certified Parent Infant Massage Instructor. She
coaches CYO boys’ basketball and is an avid UCONN Women’s
Basketball fan; holding season tickets since 1996. When not
working or coaching she enjoys the outdoors with her yellow
Labrador Lavender.

2nd Vice President
Mike Fitzgerald

1st Treasurer
Carole Harms

2nd Treasurer
Cindy Conklin

Mike has been on the board since 2019 and recently assumed
the role of 2nd Vice President. Mike is a Senior IT Officer for
Easthampton Savings Bank. He is a lifelong resident of
Chicopee, where he resides with his wife Lisa their 4 amazing
children. In his free time he enjoys camping with his family.

Carole has been on the board since 2017 and recently
assumed the role of 1st treasurer. Carole is a lifelong
Chicopee resident and former City Assessor and City Collector,
and also was a Chicopee teacher. She is a mother of 2 who is
enjoying her retirement by playing bridge and other card
games, reading, traveling and volunteering. She has fond
memories of walking to the old library to get books as a child,
which is why she wants to serve on the Friends board.

Cindy joined the Friends board in 2021 and currently works at
St. Stan’s school as the bookkeeper. Cindy is also a lifelong
Chicopee resident. She and her husband Roger have 2 sons
and 2 grandchildren. She enjoys playing volleyball, bike
riding, and traveling along with watching Boston sports teams
and volunteering in many church and Chicopee organizations.

The Final Word
Secretary Marlene
Midura

Marlene has been on the board since 2002. Marlene retired
from the Chicopee Public schools serving as an elementary
school library and media tech specialist. The library at Bowe
school is dedicated in her honor. Marlene is an avid sports
fan; cheering on all Chicopee teams and her beloved Red Sox.
Marlene also enjoys bowling.

Director
Kathy Dziok
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Kathy has been on the board since 2019. Kathy is a lifelong
resident of Chicopee where she resides with her husband Ray.
Kathy teaches at St. Stanislaus School.

Director
Nancy Fenton

Director
Carrie McDonough

Directors
Ann Marie & Stephen
Nembirkow

Nancy joined the Friends board in 2021 and currently works at
the Social Security Administration/Office of Hearings
Operations as a Senior Attorney. She and husband David live
in Chicopee with their 2 college student daughters who are
active in soccer and track. Nancy enjoys watching her
daughters compete, as well as all sports, traveling and of
course, reading.

Carrie joined the Friends board in 2021 and currently works as
a special education teacher at Bellamy Middle School in
Chicopee. She is also a dance instructor at Unity Dance
Spectrum in Chicopee. She currently resides in Chicopee with
her husband and three children. Carrie enjoys spending time
in York, Maine with her family and friends.

Ann Marie & Stephen joined the Friends board in 2021.

The Final Word
Director
Marge Zyballa

Director
Mary Rider

MEET
THE
BOARD

Marge joined the Friends board in 2022. She is a lifelong
Chicopee resident and an avid reader. She is a retired CFO
and lives with her husband Hans and 2 cats. She is busy with
golf and bridge, volunteering, crafting and cooking and
spending as much time on Cape Cod as she can.

Mary has been on the board since 2005. She has lived in
Chicopee for almost her whole life. She is a retired librarian
working in the Chicopee Public Schools in the elementary
schools for 16 years and 16 years at Chicopee Comp. She has
5 sons and daughters-in-law, 8 grandchildren and 2 great
grandsons. Mary is active in community and has many
friends. She is a communicant of Ste. Rose de Lima Church.

Office Assistant
Liz Jones

Liz has served as the Friends office assistant on 3 occasions
including during the initial Friends “Raise the Roof”
Campaign to help build the new library. Liz and her
husband Steve have 2 grown children. When not at the
library Liz enjoys walks with her dog Cookie.

2021 Brought many changes to the Friends board with the resignations of
Carol Czepiel, Eileen Hodge, Francine Jasinski Hayward, Nancy Michon, John
Moran, and Bill Muldoon. All had served on the board for 10+ years and will
now continue to enjoy their retirement. We thank them for their time and
dedication to the Friends.

UPCOMING EVENTS & DATES
SUMMER OUTDOOR CONCERT CONCESSIONS SALE
Thursdays @ 6:30 July – August
Main Library
GOLF: September 25, 2022
Chicopee Country Club
DESSERT SALE: September 14, 2022
K of C Castle of Knights
MEMBERSHIP: November 2022
ANNUAL MEETING: December 2, 2022
BASKET RAFFLE: December 2022
NEWSLETTERS:
June – September - January

Check out our website for updated current events
friendsofchicopeepubliclibrary.org
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449 Front Street
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Monday—Thursday
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533-8218

Friday
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Saturday

9:00am — 4:00pm

Thursday
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